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The theme of this research project is “ Archaeological investigations of
Buddhist nunneries in Early Japan.” A case study involving the monastery if reference to a nunnery
cannot be located in the historical record, our research observed that modern place names can
retain traces of the past to reveal a now-lost nunnery that once existed in the vicinity; that is,
modern place names can serve as useful indicators to identify traces of nunneries, and on the basis
of this methodology, this study established a series of new place names that indicate a connection
to a nunnery in the following regions:
Kataoka and Yamabe in Yamato Province, Yamashiro Province, Harima Province, Omi Province, and Hoki
Province.
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