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Geographical study on urban revitalization in Asian megacities after the
economic crises
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This study focuses on the Asian megacities of Tokyo and Seoul. In Tokyo,
gentrification emerged in Chuo and Minato wards under the influence of globalization, and in the
early 2010s, gentrification also emerged in Taito and Arakawa wards of inner Tokyo, where high-rise
apartment buildings were built to destroy the historic low-rise townscape. In Seoul, the study
focused on Bukchon, a district that retains its historical townscape, and showed that tourism
gentrification is progressively damaging the residential environment of local residents due to the
impact of policy changes to preserve the historical townscape as well as the rapid increase in
foreign tourists visiting the historical townscape.
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