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Military base economy and organization of city-spaces in post-war Okinawa: A
socio-economic geographical approach using the spatial concepts

KATO, Masahiro
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Koza present-day Okinawa City is what one would call a typical military
base-centered city; this study reconstructs Koza’ s townscape that reflected its so-called “
military base-economy” and sheds light on the characteristic consumer space of the city.
Specifically, this study reconstructs all businesses located in the entertainment districts, based
on a survey carried out in August 1970.

The basic sources used in my papers are the Basic Survey of Businesses and the Report of the Basic
Survey of Businesses. These sources show the locations, owners, and customers of businesses included

in the survey. The “ customers” section is divided into three categories, which enables us to
determine the percentage of foreign customers (military personnel%, so data concerning their
purchase of products and services sheds light on the reality of the military base-economy. It is
shown the main businesses that supported the military base-economy.
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