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This study focused on how social ties are built and maintained in urban
settlements in Timor-Leste. The settlement in Dili, the capital of Timor-Leste,has been inhabited
mostly by migrants from various parts of the country since 2002, when Timor-Leste became the
independent nation state. In their migration, not only kinship and neighborhood at their home
places, but also clandestine pro-independence network played a major role. In addition to these
existing ones,faith created relationships among the people of the settlement. It is clear that the
cohabitation between Catholicism, which accounts for 99% of the population, and the local faith,
referred to as kultura or lisan, plays a major role in imagining the communal nature of the people.
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