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The _attainment of doctoral degrees in law in Germany by Japanese students in the
Meiji period and their significance for legal history
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The study comprehensively identified the backgrounds and attributes of
Japanese students who earned doctoral degrees in Germany during the Meiji period (hereinafter
referred to as "doctoral degree holders®), and revealed that the typical characteristics of these
students are that they are "legal practitioners®™ who graduated from “private schools®. The study
then clarified the degree examination procedures and the content and results of the examinations for
those who had obtained degrees from the universities of Goettingen, Munich, Halle-Wittenberg,
Heidelberg, Leipzig, Erlangen and Nuremberg, based on unpublished archival documents. In particular,
the study of "doctoral degree holders® in the field of criminal law and those related to the former
Ogaki-Han has provided a more comprehensive understanding of their activities, including the
Japanese background to their study abroad.
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