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Methods for securing health and social services in a society with a declining
population: a legal study of Commissioning in Britain
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In the UK (England), a method known as "commissioning” is used in the
provision of health services in the NHS and social care services. It has been developed since the
1990s as a new alternative to the administrative management approach of the previous years, and is
currently being structured as a cycle of needs assessment, priority setting, service planning,
service procurement and monitoring of service quality, with rules and regulations in place. This
approach has ensured the autonomy of service management in the community and has led to the
establishment of the ‘ integrated care system’ , a UK-style health and social care partnership with
the NHS as its base.
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