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The introduction of Saiban-in system as a fruit of the justice system reform

in the first decade of this Century has brought about drastic changes in various aspects of
Japanese criminal trials that had traditionally been conducted exclusively by professional judges.
Among others, there have been several movements by judicial rulings as well as in trail practices
for adjusting evidentiary rules and handlings to Saiban-in trials where regular citizens participate

in the judgement of facts based on the evaluation of evidence as equal-footed members of the panel
court. At the same time, such changes in turn have caused new challenges to be encountered. This
research is an attempt to search for and suggest a direction of solving the challenges
comprehensively.
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