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Formation and Development of Transatlantic Conservative Thought: An Intellectual
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This research focused on clarifying from the persEective of the history of
ideas that conservative ideas in the United States were derived from the historical background of
British political thoughts, and that they were developed through the critical interaction with
radical ideas including Trotskyism and Marxism. The research found that while some conservatives,
Willmoore Kendall and M. E. Bradford argued the theoretical continuity between the Declaration of
Independence and British political tradition, others of which Harry V. Jaffa was a representative
vehemently claimed the Declaration of Independence signaled a radical beginning for America. The
research also found that conservative ideas in the United States have been influenced by both the
concept of the managerial class which was elaborated by James Burnham and that of the new class that
Milovan Geras introduced to the western intellectuals in the 1950s.
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