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An empirical study of the effect of repetition of mini-public type deliberation
on local governments in the deliberative system

Maeda, Hiroe
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The enormous participation of local government officials and city council
members in the Shimin Togikai (Citizen Deliberation Meeting, CDM) assisted in the repetition of CDMs
in a small-scale municipality. In addition, it was important to create organizations that act as a

hub for planning and management of CDMs in each local government. Second, while local government
officials are generally aware of citizen’ s concerns, since they interact with citizens while
performing their daily duties, it is not always sufficient. The CDM is another opportunity for city
council members to hear public opinion directly from citizens. Thus, it is effective as a
deliberative system. Third, a local government official responsible for CDMs in Toyoyama City
assisted his counterpart to hold CDMs in another city. On the other hand, local government officials
who have not yet conducted a CDM, evaluated it as a method of encouraging citizens to "participate”
rather than "deliberate.”
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