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A study on improving the statistical surveys of the Japanese wholesale and
retail trade sector
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This study clarified the problems of statistical surveys, especially those
of the “ Economic Census for Business Activity” , focusing on the wholesale and retail sector.
Moreover, the study has also argued the ideal way of the statistical surveys that contributes to the

improvement of the estimation accuracy of GDP.

In this study, we showed that the reduction of the number of items and the abolition of surveys by
distribution channels were the cause of the deterioration of the estimation accuracy both for the
production value and the margin rate. We also pointed out that the GDP might have been
underestimated due to the inappropriate estimation method for the wholesale and retail sector. Based
on these results, we suggested improvement measures for the survey items and the estimation method.
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