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Research on Clarifying the Mechanism of Transportation Hub Formation from the
perspective of Airport and Port Competition in East Asia: Policy Implication for
Japan
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In this research, the competitive positions of primary cities in Asia and

Japan were clarified as international air traffic hubs. The research also verified quantitatively
the economic effects of industrial agglomeration both in aircraft and shipbuilding sectors in Japan.

The results confirm the dynamic change of the air transport city hierarchy in Asia, demonstrating
a stronger presence of three primary cities in mainland China (Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou) and
secondly ranked cities (Seoul, Taipei, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City,
etc.) as international air traffic hubs. These cities are rapidly expanding their aviation networks.
The results also reveal a stronger evidence of Jacobs type of externalities (industrial varieties)
in the aircraft industry and that of MAR type of externalities (localization economies) in the
shipbuilding industry.
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