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There are four major results of this research (number 17K03771), which form

a part of my research program, "Public Choice of Local Governments.”" (1) In the mayoral election,
incumbents who increased the deficit were tended to be re-elected, especially in the recession. This
tendency became remarkable after 2000 when the Decentralization was enforced. (2) It cannot state
that it is "low price means low quality." in municipal procurement. Although public procurement does
not aim for economic efficiency only, we should care about waste. (3) "Neutral people” tend to
respond more flexibly than those with extremes. Thus, we should reconsider the importance of neutral
people for the site selection of the geological disposal of high-level radioactive waste. (4) The
Kanbe recommendation to the Great Showa Merger influenced the actual decision-making of
municipalities, but the guidelines only provided poor pieces of evidence.
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(1) The analysis described in this
chapter considers retrospective voting in Japanese mayoral elections from the perspective of
negativity bias and decentralization. This study has three main findings. (I) Retrospective voting
is prominent for mayoral elections when the economic growth rate is lower, implying that
macroeconomic conditions can affect even mayoral elections. (I11) The probability of re-election
tended to decline for incumbent mayors if the local indicators deteriorated, which is a healthy
signal. (1) After decentralization, voters' attitudes toward monitoring incumbents clearly
changed in periods of low economic growth, as incumbents who presided over periods of declining
local indicators were more favored in subsequent elections. Thus, voters’ messages to incumbents
shifted such that our second result was partly offset after decentralization. We conclude with some
implications of these results regarding uncritical faith in both representative democracy and

decentralization.
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This study elucidates the relationship between price
and quality by using procurement data of the city of Sagamihara in Japan from 2011 to mid-2015.
Basically, political discretion in selecting bidders in a designated competitive bidding on
construction work distorts procurement results. This paper shows that it is possible to lower the
price index by approximately 2.5% without deteriorating the quality index using general
competitive bidding instead of designated competitive bidding. Furthermore, the ratio of good
quality public works can be increased by more than 25% if we make successful bidders have a one-

grade higher track record in their average past construction work evaluations.

)

This paper quantitatively discusses the role of subjective assessment in deciding popular
acceptance for a geological disposal facility (GDF) for high-level radioactive waste. The Hirose
survey that we used is an online poll answered by 1,930 Japanese adults over the age of 20; it was
conducted twice, both before and after the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident, and
enabled us to conduct a unique analysis. Using this balanced panel data, we focus on neutral
respondents who answered Neither-Nor regarding their willingness to accept a GDF in their

municipality. The analysis reached the following conclusions. First, neutral respondents were less



likely to oppose GDFs, if it led to mitigating the stigma of GDF acceptance directed toward
descendants and ancestors and instilling pride in the social benefits of GDF acceptance. Second,
regarding the variability of GDF assessment between neutral and non-neutral respondents against
external shock, neutrals tended to be more sensitive than non-neutrals. Furthermore, neutrals
formed a large bracket wherein the median voter who was a decisive player in collective decision-
making was likely to exist. Thus, we should reconsider the importance of neutral respondents for

public decision-making about site selection of GDF.
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