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In Japan, revenues are expected to shrink due to a decrease in population,
and municipalities must reduce expenditure to improve public financial efficiency. We employ
Japanese municipal data to analyze the fields, types, and scales of optimal cooperation among
jurisdictions. Optimal fields include public services corresponding to the expansion of living area
and labor-intensive services with expertise. Optimal types include partial affairs association and
entrustment of affairs, and the optimal scales in the case of firefighting are the jurisdictional
population between 0.51 and 1.06 million, exceeding the goal of Japanese fire departments.
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