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Unemployment Problem during the Reconstruction Period from the War Damage with
Emphasis on the Role of Self-Employment Sectors.
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In Japan during the reconstruction period immediately after the defeat of
ww2, there were so many unemployed workers, including demobilized soldiers, repatriates, dismissed
workers from munitions factories. So people felt that their country was filled with the unemployed.
But according to the governmental official statistics, Labor Force Survey, the unemployment rate was

about 1% in 1947-1950. Our research points out 2 major reasons of this imbalance. The first reason
is the fact that Japanese Statistical Bureau was forced to adopt American methodology to count the
unemployed persons, which was suitable for labor market conditions during the period of American
Economic Boom. The second reason is that many unemployed workers worked shortly in self-employment
sectors, such as agriculture and the distribution industries in semi-black market.
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