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Intersubjectivity and empathy in caregiver-child interaction
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This study aimed to reveal, through the detailed qualitative analysis of
naturalistic data from real-life iInteractions, how it is made possible for social actions produced
by young children to be appropriately understood and responded to by their caregivers. Focusing on
three phenomena involving a certain utterance type whose linguistic formulation appears to be more
or less incomplete or equivocal about what action is being implemented through the utterance (i.e.
utterances consisting of a simple past-tense verb referring to the child"s past action, [NP+ wa?]
-formatted utterances, and utterances by a child with autism spectrum disorder) , this study has
shown that all of these three utterance types are produced within extremely rich interactional
environments, and when adult participants can appropriately tap into them, they collaboratively
establish mutual understanding and engage in developing further interactional sequences with young
children.
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