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This study explores the effective measure for the development of the family
home care system in Japan. The family home care system was introduced in Japan in 2009 to increase
the number of children who are placed in family-based care surroundings. Using the in-depth
interview with 40 carers in the 25 family homes, this study reveals two main aspects of family home
care. One is the institutional aspects of family home care. One of the key advantages which the
family home care can offer is caring for sibling groups together in the same family home. Also,
since family home carers have the appropriate skills and experience in caring for looked after
children, the family home care placement is of benefit especially to foster teens. The other is the
motivational aspects of family home carers. The study suggests that the motivations to become family

home carers are based on altruism and the sense of reward. 1 concluded that the family home care
promotes well-being of looked after children.
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