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A Theoretical Analysis of a French Social Security Program with Implied
Childcare Support Provisions: A Reexamination of Laroque®s Theory
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Pierre Laroque, the father of social security in France, attached importance

to family allowances, which had a dimension of child-rearing support, and positioned them as a
scheme that constitutes social security along with medical insurance, pension insurance, and
industrial accident insurance, taking a standpoint different from that of the Beveridge Report,
which considered children’ s allowances to be one of the assumptions underlying social security.
Family allowances today are composed of a multilayered array of various allowances and,
notwithstanding certain exceptions, are so organized as to be able to concurrently issue multiple
allowances in accordance with the needs of each household. Even after the social security reform of
Francois Hollande that changed the fiscal structure of the family allowance program, one can still
confirm the traditional feature of French family allowances pointed out by Laroque that has placed
importance on the contribution by employers.
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