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Developing support system for end-of-life discussion with older adults with
dementia

Shimada, Chiho
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The purpose of this study was to develop a gradual, step—b%—step method
for facilitating a dialogue about the intentions of people with dementia regarding their end-of-life

living and medical choices. Methods included a survey of care managers affiliated with in-home care

support offices and interviews with people with early dementia. The results showed that 36.2% of
the respondents engaged in end-of-life communication with the user"s family members, while 25.7%
communicated with the user himself/herself. The characteristics of the future narratives of people
with dementia could be divided into two main categories: future narratives that do not mention
decline or death, and future narratives that incorporate decline or death.
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