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Relatioqshiﬁ_between fathers™ and mothers™ behavior when feeding their infants
and their children®s subsequent attachment security.

Fukuda, Kaori
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The main purpose of this study was to identify factors influencing
individual differences in attachment security in toddlerhood by analyzing father-mother behavioral
characteristics during infancy from a microscopic perspective. The results suggest that parental
responses to infants™ negative emotional displays, especially intense negative emotional displays,
may play a role in later attachment security to fathers and mothers. Specifically, infants who
received more direct positive and neutral responses from their fathers and mothers, such as physical

contact, empathy, proxy talk, imitation, responding to requests, and offering alternatives, when
their infants were in a clearly negative emotional state, such as crying or grogginess, showed
higher attachment security in toddlerhood.
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