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Theoretical elaboration and empirical investigation of personality description
using gitaigo

MUKOYAMA, Yasuyo
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In order to examine the characteristics of personality traits described
by gitaigo (mimetic words in the Japanese language), we conducted quantitative and qualitative
studies using “ Gitaigo Personality Scale (Komatsu et al., 2012)” , “ Short Form of the Gitaigo
Personality Scale (Sakai et al., 2015)” , and semi-structured interviews.

From semi-structured interview to female undergraduate students, we described the essential
characteristics of four personality traits, "Mildness," "Candidness," "Frivolousness,” and "
Preciseness" that are from six sub-scales of Gitaigo Personality Scale. We also carried out a
questionnaire survey using fictitious episodes that exemplify the Mildness of our behavior. We
found that recognizing the Mildness of others raises the feeling of interest and surprise, with an
orientation to iInteract with the person who showed the “ Mild” behavior.
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