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The origin and development of the Joint University Council for Social Studies in
the history of the University Adult Education in the early twentieth century
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This research explored how dons enhanced the social impact of the
universities by social studies and training social workers. It seeks to understand the role of
universities in the Welfare Society.

The University of Birmingham arranged social study course in 1905. The dons who supported it were
encouraged to familiarise themselves with the city life and were involved themselves in social
issues by civic engagement through such course. These social study at universities constituted basis

to The Joint University Council for Social Studies. The dons who collaborated on social study at
each universities established The Joint Council in 1918. It had for its object the development of
the work of social studies department in connection with the universities. The Joint Council
combined universities easily and organised of the training for welfare workers which was provided by
the universities.
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