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This research, in view of the fact that university governance is one of the
important issues in higher education, explores the problems related with the recent policies
concerning university governance, which focus on strengthening executive authority and expanding
leadership of the president. We tackled the research subject through various literature surveys,
visiting surveys, questionnaire surveys, etc. As a result, it has become clear that in Japan®s
university governance system, the authority is concentrated in the executive office (especially the
president), and that the decision-making is entrusted to the president in particular. In many
countries, the highest decision-making body is a collegial body such as a board of directors, not a
single executive. It has been suggested that, in Japan, there are issues that arise from such
university governance system.
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