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The purpose of this study is to clarify the characteristics of music
activities in Japanese Christian kindergartens during the Meiji and Taisho periods by focusing on
its relationship with the music activities in American kindergartens in those days. As a result of
examination, the following three characteristics became clear: (1) the methods of American music
activities based on progressive education were actively adopted based on an understanding of
Froebel"s educational ideas, (2) the development of creativity and independence were aimed at
through connecting with others in musical activities, and (3) activities for free physical
expression to music were developed as a means of character-building.
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