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It is generally criticised that neither the command and control model nor
the trust model has legitimacy for school governance. According to theoretical research, whether
children feel * happy’ at school is a key to judge the school legitimacy. Empirical research has
found that parents/guardians choose Free Schools because they are small and would provide more
personalised education.

The purpose of this research is to examine a new model of school governance by analysing today’ s
school choice system in England. We analysed data on parents’ views on their children’ s schools.
Our research found that parents/guardians whose children attend small Free Schools are more likely
to think their children are * happy’ at their schools, compared to parents/guardians whose children

attend other types of schools. We found that a model of a small school with choice and autonomy in
governance is superior to the conventional command and control or trust model.
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CY: Community School, FD: Foundation School, VA: Voluntary Aided School, VC: Voluntary Controlled Schooal,
AC: Sponsored Academy, ACC: Convertrer Academy, FSS: Studio School, FUTC: University Technical College

@ Happiness
Happiness
7 2
®)
Happiness
Happiness
Happiness
Happiness
Morris
Happiness

1 Academy School

Free School

Community School Foundation School

School Academy

2 Parent View URL

Academy School

2016
2
Happiness
Free School
Free School
2019

Voluntary Controlled School Voluntary Aided

Free School

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/parent-view-toolkit-for-schools/parent-view-

toolkit-for-schools

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/ofsted-parent-view-management-

Free School

information
3 2019 9 14
4 3
5 Studio School University Technical School
6 Voluntary Aided School Academy Converter GCSE

maintained academy

2016 1
middle deemed school 16



3099 2016 3
3 4 1 2
27.6% 856/3099

3 2018
<100 101--200 201-400 401-700 701-1000 1001-15001501-2000 2001< % N

Community school 0.2 18 6.6 20.7 31.0 295 9.7 07 100.0 455
Foundation School 0.5 09 28 228 302 36.3 6.5 0.0 100.0 215
Voluntary Aided School 04 08 4.7 194 379 304 59 04 100.0 253
Voluntary Controlled School 0.0 8.1 10.8 16.2 16.2 35.1 10.8 2.7 100.0 37
Sponsored Academy School 0.3 0.7 5.2 27.3 321 29.6 38 10 100.0 679
Academy Converter School 0.1 0.1 2.1 134 25.8 441 129 15 100.0 1,518
Free School 4.0 14.0 26.0 38.0 14.0 40 0.0 0.0 100.0 150
Studio School 394 394 212 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 33
University Technical College 4.1 327 49.0 14.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 49

0.8 21 5.6 19.2 277 348 8.8 1.0 100.0 3,389
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