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This study’ s purpose is to analyze the social perceptions underlying the
criticism of public education system in Japan from the 1970s to the 1980s, and the beliefs that
emotionally supported the social movements based on such criticism, by interviewing the people
involved and using documentary data. From the results of the analysis, it is clear that the
criticism toward various public education practices and the development in educational thoughts in
Japan from the 1970s to the 1980s, were ambivalent in their orientation toward social inequality in
a capitalist society. This criticism had the same ambivalence that was witnessed in the United
States in the early twentieth century toward progressive education practices in relation to the
concept of "the social,” but with an important difference, in that, it was a reverse orientation.
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