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Japan and China are Confucian countries that place importance on
collectives, however there are differences in the way they form identities and accept diversity, and
the way they describe publicness is different. We studied how "publicness" is perceived in <1>
school education, <2> community, <3> home, <4> networks built through hobbies and interests, and <5>
learning in the Internet space. In particular, focusing on trends such as (1) switching from a view
of learning centered on examination competition to independent learning, (2) ensuring autonomy in
the market and media, (3) seeking ways to transcend the division of public sphere between different
social layers, we conducted case studies in China and Japan, and also conducted fieldwork in Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and Sweden from the viewpoint of comparison.
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