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The purgose of this research project is to identify what constitutes an
academic profession, which has been rapidly diversifying and changing during the past decades. Based
on our web-survey, interviews, and data-analysis, we find that the general public see education and
research as integral part of academic professions, and academics themselves indicate the importance
of being involved with knowledge transmission and production of some sorts. We argue that by
unpacking and redefining education and research to include broader activities, we might be able to
capture and understand the characteristics of academic professions.



Schuster and Finkelstein 2006, Mclnnis 2000,
Coaldrake 2001

“para-academic” Macfarlane 2010

”third space
professionals”

Whitchurch 2008

Finkelstein and Schuster 2001

Finkelstein, M. and Schuster, J. H., 2001, “Assessing the Silent Revolution: How Changing
Demographics Are Reshaping the Academic Profession”, AAHE Bulletin, 54: 3-7.

Schuster, J.H., Finkelstein, M., 2006, The American faculty: The restructuring of academic
work and careers. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Mclnnis, C., 2000, Changing academic work roles: The everyday realities challenging quality
in teaching, Quality in Higher Education, 6(2):143-152.

Coaldrake, P.,2001, “Rethinking Academic and University Work”, Higher Education
Management, 12(2):7 -30.

Macfarlane, B., 2010, The Morphing of Academic Practice: Unbundling and the Rise of the
Para-academic, Higher Education Quarterly, 65, 1:59-73.

2018 8

25—39



International Academic ldentities Conference 2018

2018

International Academic Identities Conference

IAIC

2018
Academic ldentities Conference 2020

Scholarship

90

2020

International Academic ldentities Conference
2020
International

2021



20

2020

213-234

DOl

20

2020

91-110

DOl

40

2018

Machi Sato, Shinji Tateishi, Masaaki Sugihara, Kazuaki Maruyama

What do we share as academics? Constructing “academicness® as a new concept to capture shared values, identity and culture
among diverse academic professions
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