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Vietnam is part of higher education harmonization (the adjustment of
credit transfer systems, academic calendars, quality assurance systems, etc.) in ASEAN. However,
because Vietnam faces difficulties in the reform and developments of its own higher education system

owing to the constraints of human and financial resources,it falls behind advanced countries in
ASEAN in the harmonizarion process.

The external environments of international joint universities (1JU), as one form of foreign model
universities, have drastically changed since 2010 when the Vietnamese-German University opened as
the first 1JU in Vietnam. The government®s priority shifted from supporting foreign model
universities to internationalizing indigenous universities resulting from economic growth, the prime

minister®s decision in 2015 to suspend the World Model University Initiative , and the changes of
the government leaders in 2018. 1JU has been struggling in the competition with indigenous
universities.
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