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In this study, | have revealed the aspects of confrontation and coexistence
between progressivism and essentialism in mathematics education in Japan during the pre and post
World War 11 periods. Therefore, | have clarified the trends in mathematics education in the United
States that influenced Japan®s mathematics education during the pre-war and post-war periods, as
well as the movement to reconstruct mathematics education in Japan during the war and the focus on
the concept of functions. Additionally, we have elucidated the characteristics of mathematics

textbooks during the period of post-war educational reforms.
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