©
2017 2019

Empirical study on the pragmatic ability of children with autism spectrum
disorder for natural supporters

ITOH, Keiko

3,200,000

ASD
ASD
D D
ASD

ASD
ASD

ASD
ASD

We examined the pragmatic ability of ASD children by video experiments. The
result showed that ASD children identified differences between the literal and intended meanings of
the speakers’ utterances. This study suggested that if the related information is saliently
presented, ASD children as well as typically developing (TD) children can understand a speaker’ s
intentions. Evaluation of the participants’ eye gaze data revealed that while TD children integrate

with the information around them, such as things and the speaker®s face, it was suggested that ASD
children were guessing the speaker®s intention from a limited object, such as a particular thing or
a speaker. Moreover, helping ASD children to pay attention to potentially important but implicit
contextual information may be important for improving their overall comprehension of verbal cues.
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