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The development of intervention program to help Japanese students with
developmental dyslexia learn English

Hara, Keiko
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The purpose of this study is to find out how Japanese speaking children with
dyslexia process English words phonologically. Participants are 34 students with dyslexia and 7
non dyslexic students. 4 tasks were conducted; alphabet task (writing alphabets), segmentation
task (segmenting single-syllable words into 2 parts), initial letter task (guessing initial
letters on hearing sounds of words), and similarity judgment task (to judge which sounds more
similar, when two words share the same initial syllable or the same rime)
The results were the followings; most participants segmented single-syllable words into CV and C,
unlike English speaking people. The result of the initial letter task was on the whole fairly good,
although the participants seemed to have little awareness of the initial consonants, which suggests
that their ROMAJI knowledge might play some role. These findings need to be considered in developing
program to help Japanese children with dyslexia learn English.
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