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The characteristics of the interior design of the early modern townhouse in
Nagasaki
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The study aims to clarify the characteristics of the modern townhouses in
Nagasaki. In addition, to reconstruct a new image of Japanese modern townhouses. In particular, we
focused on the interior design of the Siebold Collection’ s Townhouse Model and analyzed it
according to the type of trade and livelihoods.
The model pointed out that the detail and plane were in good agreement with the characteristics of
the Nagasaki’ s townhouses. In Siebold"s view of Nagasaki in the early modern era, where there were
mixed townhouses of various levels, such as town headmen residence (Machi-Otona), kimono shops,
liquor stores, soy sauce stores, and bathhouse (Furuya). In addition, the interior design of the
Nagasaki’ s townhouses seen from the model shows the status difference between samurai and
townspeople.
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