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Analyses of chloroplast splicing reactions using our in vitro splicing system.
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The chloroplast genome in tobacco plants contains about 110 genes. Among
them, 12 protein-coding genes possess introns. A secondary structure model of the intron in the atpF
gene was constructed and its exon-binding sites (EBS1 and EBS2) were searched. Splicing activities
of their mutated EBSs were measured using our in vitro system. Our result indicated that estimated

EBSs were found to be correct and that EBS2 enhanced splicing activities.
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