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We examined symbiotic protist communities of the Reticulitermes termite
species distributed in the Japan archipelago and revealed species composition in the uninvestigated
areas including the Tokara archipelago. Host termite phylogeny inferred by us from mitochondrial
gene sequences and the symbiont species composition data strongly suggested horizontal symbiont
transfer between ancestral host species in the Tokara archipelago and the Okinoerabu Is. We also
carried out hybridization experiments between R. speratus and R. kanmonensis, and examined change of

community composition over time using both morphological observation and microbiota analysis using
SSU rDNA. In the hybrid colonies the community first showed "mixed-type" species composition and
then it gradually approached to the typical community structure of R. speratus. Succession of
parent species-specific rDNA sequences to the hybrid offspring colonies exhibited strong and

significant bias.
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