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Effects of off-farm labor sugply on food supply and nutrition intake: Empirical
analysis of Vietnamese farm households
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This study explores effects of off-farm work on food supply and nutrition
intake mainly using microdata on Vietnamese farm households. In examining effects of non-farm wage
work and non-farm self-employed work on food supply, we conduct a comparative statics analysis of a
farm household model, which includes production activities of farm and non-farm commodities, and we
find importance of heterogeneous effects of different types of off-farm work. In examining effects
of off-farm work on nutrition intake, we explain that an increase in wage work reduces nutrition
intake of rural adults but that this negative effect can be weakened by their jobs changing over
time. We also explain that short-run migration might not improve diet of rural households. In
examining aggregate labor migration, we do not find discontinuity relation between migration from
agriculture to non-agriculture sectors and expected wage differential for the two sectors.
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