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The characteristics of microbial flora and growth affecting food safety and

quality were examined in relation to different sterilization and storage conditions. It was revealed
that microorganisms having a history of being subjected to stresses such as sublethal levels of
heating and high pressure that do not result iIn death have characteristics of biofilm formation that

are different from those of untreated cells. It was also suggested that the damages caused by
stress may differ in the site or related biopolymer of cell. The microbial flora existing in the
agricultural products during storage tended to vary due to the difference not only in the place of
harvest but also in the storage conditions. However, it has not been possible to find a direct
correlation with quality fluctuations of agricultural produces.
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