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Study of fuel adjustment before leaving the nest in honeybees
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This study demonstrated that: 1) Honeybee pollen foragers carry highly
concentrated nectar as fuel by refusing reception of low-concentration nectar from nectar supplier
bees. 2) Nectar supplier bees belong to a middle-age class in honeybees. 3) Honeybee foragers use
highly concentrated nectar to promote pollen collection. 4) Brazilian stingless bee Melipona
subnitida show a similar fuel adjustment to honeybees. 5) M. subnitida workers which leave the nest
with resin loads on their corbiculae are colony defenders.
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