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Malignant potential of PD-L1-positive pancreatic cancer cells. Analysis of the
stemness and epithelial to mesenchymal transition.
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This study identified that PD-L1-high fraction of pancreatic and colorectal
cancer cells harbor higher potentials for migration, invasion, and cellular proliferation than
PD-L1-low fraction. Gene expression microarray analyses identified specifically expressed genes in
PD-L1-high fraction. Among them, we have selected several genes those might be responsible for tumor

stemness and epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT). We are now analyzing the malignant potentials
of pancreatic and colorectal cancer cells those gene expressions were modulated by lentiviral
vectors.
This study also identified the clinicopathological characteristics of PD-Ll-positive colorectal
cancer from tissue microarray analyses. Furthermore, prognostic significance of CD47, PHH3, and PBK
expressions in colorectal cancer cells were identified. Also, CD70 expression in tumor-associated
fibroblasts was identified as a worse prognostic factor in colorectal cancer patients.
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