©
2017 2019

Application of behavioral economics in the analysis of the effects of
socioeconomic status on the progression of chronic complications in patients
with diabetes mellitus.

Emoto, Naoya
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Patient”s risk preference is an important factor for the progression of
diabetic complications. Patients who cannot understand the concept of probability because of lower
literacy skills may act as if their preferences are risk loving. We hypothesized that diabetic
patients with higher educational levels have higher literacy skills, act as risk avoiding, and have
less diabetic complications. In the present study, we performed behavioral economics survey of
patients with diabetes. We found that patients who had higher educational levels were inclined to
give reasonable answers, but the effects of educational levels were abolished in patients
complicated with retinopathy. Educational attainment seems to be the result of patients
socioeconomic status in their childhood. Low Iiteracg may be an independent risk factor for the
progression of diabetic complications regardless of the socioeconomic status, although it is unknown
whether it is a cause or a result of the disease.
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