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This study focused on a development of an algorithm for identifying
rheumatoid arthritis (RA) severity using the Japanese nationwide Diagnosis Procedure Combination
database (DPC data). Furthermore, the association between the regional health care system and
patient visits of higher performance hospitals was studied.

Visits of stable patients decreased 7.83% of all visits at "800+ beds" facilities and 6.48% at "
600-799 beds" facilities, respectively. In this study, the functional differentiation of inpatients
facilities promoted by health policy could be effectual. Needs for general practitioner should be
evaluated for further differentiation.
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