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Cerbera odollam are evergreen trees bearing fruits that resemble the mango
and are widely distributed in India and Southeast Asia These trees contain several highly toxic
cardiac glycosides and their kernels are sometimes used to commit suicide These plants are very
important for clinical and forensic medicine because these plants have not only been used for
committing suicide but can also be used for homicide However unfortunately enough data are not
available on the detection methods and metabolism of these poisonous compounds Our devised
analytical method successfully detected the known cardenolide-type cardiac glycosides from the C
odollam kernel extract using LC-QTOF-MS We also detected only neriifolin (a deacetylated form of
cerberin) and deacetyltanghinin in a victim' s biological samples This indicates that these two
compounds might have rapidly deacetylated in vivo
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