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We have showed that zinc transporter ZIP7 is critical for intestinal
homeostasis by maintaining intestinal epithelial stem cells and progenitor cells. Our investigations
focus on the role ZIP7 in the pathogenesis of colorectal cancer. We showed that knockdown of ZIP7
by siRNA or shRNA significantly suppressed cell growth by causing apoptosis and ameliorate tumor
growth in vivo. In addition, we demonstrated that increased ZIP7 expression enhanced tumorigenic

potential. Our data reveal an important role of ZIP7 in colorectal tumorigenesis, which can
contribute to novel therapy for colorectal cancer.
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