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Clinicopathologic approach to pediatric membranous nephropathy associated with
congenital anomaly of kidney and urinary tract and the antigenic target
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Membranous nephropathy (MN) is an autoimmune Kidney disease and manifests

histologically by subepithelial immune deposits at the glomerular basement membrane in the kidney
containing IgGs. The discovery in the past decade of the antigens as the primary target in adult MN
has dramatically altered both the diagnostic and therapeutic approach. However, those antigens have
not been identified in pediatric MN.
To identify major antigenic target in pediatric MN, we examined serum samples of children with MN
associated with congenital anomalies of the kidney and urinary tract and those with idiopathic MN
from multiple institutions. We performed comprehensive analysis using protein array analysis and
identified novel candidates of antigen which is specific to pediatric MN.
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