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Hemicentin is a large extracellular matrix protein first identified in C.
elegance and two isoforms are found in vertebrates. In this study, recombinant human hemicentin-1
and hemicentin-2 were expressed, purified and characterized. Both showed low solubility and to form
aggregates. Both proteins bound to two isoforms of nidogen, which are basement membrane components
and these bindings were comparable to laminin. The expression of hemicentin-1 was detected along the

basement membrane of hair and whisker follicles, in the sclera of the eyes, and in the lumen of
some lymphoid conduits. By contrast, hemicentin-2 was detected only in limited tissues and its
expression was observed in the submucosa of the small intestine.
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