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Role of splenomegaly in liver fibrosis and hepatocarcinogeneis
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Effective antivirus treatment has shown that even advanced hepatic fibrosis
can be ameliorated by relieving causative stress. However, whether advanced portal hypertension and
its complications could be reversible is still controversial. We speculated advanced functional

change in the spleen possibly contribute to this phenomenon.

In the current study, we found that splenic fibrosis appears within the splenic cords in patients
with advanced splenomegaly and thrombocytopenia in conjunction with congestion of the splenic sinus
and that cytoglobin-expressing cells, which have been reported to affect fibrogenesis in several
organs, are possibly responsible for the fibrosis in the splenic cord.

In addition, we also found that splenectomy of the fibrotic spleen often led to amelioration of
liver fibrosis in these patients, indicating significant roles of splenomegaly with fibrosis in the
irreversibility of advanced portal hypertension.
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