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Elucidation of new physiological function of IL-18
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Interleukin 18 (IL-18) was discovered in our college, and its ph¥siological
significance was investigated by researchers around the world. It was shown that IL-18 plays an
important role in biological functions such as the maintenance of homeostasis. Among them, our
research is to clarify the part of physiological significance by examining the mechanism of the
inhibitory signal of IL-18 against cancer. In this study, we showed the possibility of CXCL9 and
CXCL10 as one of the inhibitory signals of IL-18. It was shown that these chemokines do not affect
cell proliferation or adhesion to endothelial cells, but inhibit tumor cell invasion through
endothelial cells.
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