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The Notch signaling pathwa¥ plays fundamental roles in diverse developmental
processes through maintaining stem/progenitor cell populations and is the highly evolutionary
conserved pathway that is initiated in response mainly to Notch ligands. Although Notch signaling
also plays a critical role in germ cell development in Drosophila and Caenorhabditis elegans, its
function and importance for spermatogenesis in mammals is controversial. Our study is to revealed a
novel germ cell-specific gene Nkapl (NFkB activating protein-like) and Nakap (NFkB activating
protein) is a functional nuclear protein as a repressor of Notch signaling in mice and an
indispensable gene for spermatogenesis.
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Nkapl is a germ cell-specific suppressor of Notch signaling and is indispensable for
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