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Roles of galectins during trophoblast differentiation into invasive cells
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Galectins are known as beta-galactoside binding animal lectins, and nineteen
members have been identified in mammals. In this study, we aimed to clarify the roles of galectins
in during differentiation of invasive cells using trophoblast cell lines and lung epithelial cells

as model systems. Together with previous research, it was suggested that galectins 1, 3 & 9
promote, and galectins 4 & 8 suppress the the acquisition of invasiveness.
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