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The mechanism of age-related macular _degeneration by measuring intraocular
complement factors and related proteins
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To investigate the effect of intraocular complement factors on angiogenic

cytokines in neovascular age-related macular degeneration, we measured anaphylatoxin (C3a, C4a, Cba)
concentrations and VEGF, MCP-1 in the aqueous humor.

In neovascular age-related macular degeneration, the concentration of C3a, VEGF, and MCP-1 elevated.
The concentration of C3a highly correlated to that of the MCP-1. In contrast, the correlation
between the VEGF level and C3a level was low in patchychoroid neovasculopathy. The pathophysiology
of pachychoroid neovasculopathy, which is characterized by choroidal thickening, may be different
from that of typical neovascular age-related macular degeneration, which is characterized by soft
drusen.
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Anaphylatoxin concentration in aqueous and vitreous humor in the eyes



with vitreoretinal interface abnormalities.
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