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Analysis of the breakdown of the blood-ocular barrier due to HTLV-1 infection
and development of the molecular targeted therapy for HTLV-1-associated ocular
diseases
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This study identified the chemokines and cytokines that involved in the
breakdown of the blood-ocular barrier in HTLV-1 uveitis and intraocular infiltration of ATL cell,
and have clarified the mechanism of the onset of HTLV-1-related eye diseases. Glaucoma is one of the

most frequent eye complications secondary to HTLV-1 uveitis, therefore, this study investigated the
mechanism of the secondary glaucoma and identified the importance of HTLV-1 infected cell
infiltration into the eye. This study also investigated the effect of a drug (anti-CCR4 antibody),
which is considered to be a candidate for a molecular targeted drug for HTLV-1-related eye diseases,
and clarified its effectiveness in treating HTLV-1-related eye diseases.
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